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P. O. Box 13423, Pittsburgh, PA 15243

THE CEDAR TREE

Newsnotes from

The Historical Society of Mount Lebanon

(412) 561-0455

www.hamtl.org

SPRING 2008

PRESIDENTOS ETTER

What are you doing? If youOe like most
people the armswer is Obo much.O There are family
regonsibilities 40-hour workweels, and (hopefully)
eight hours of sleep ItOsamazing we find time to
brush our teeh.

But if when you like someting, you find the
time for it. 1Gn hoping that you like the Historical
Sciety of Mount Lebarnon because we are always in
needof volunteers

This spring the societyN in cooperaton with
the Mt. Lebamon School District, the Mt. Lebanon
Public Library and Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
FoundationN will, once again, host the secand grade
walking tours of Washington Road The< tours take
studerts from the library up Wasington Road to
Cleaniew Common and back Along the way tour
guides point out interesing archtectural details and
explain how the community has changed over the
years Being a tour guide is fun and interesingN the
kids are well behaved (there are adult chaperanes as
well) and ak lots of greatquedions. In addition, being
a tour guide only takes a few hoursN youQll be done
before lunchN and youQll be amazed at how much
youQll learn about your community, Tour guides do
not have to be long-time reddents and are given
training and scripts. This spring there will be seven
sessions running April 25 through June 4. If you are
intereged in volunteering, contact Louise Sturges at
louise@phlf.org or 412-471-5808.

The SccietyOOral History committee has list
of more resdents than they have time to interview. If
you like chatting with peqple, consider signing on.
WeQlgive you some training and then arm you with a
notepad, quedions, and tape recader. Then you make
anappointmert atyour leisure. YouQl learnabout how
our community developed and what life was like 50,
60, or 70 yearsaq; the Saciety will get a valuade
recad of the pag for itsarchives We also needpeople

who can take a few hours to transcribe the tapes to
paper. Having these histories on paper will make it
easerto acessinformaiton.

To volunteer,call Lori Humphreys at 412-561-
6649 (e-mail: lorih@nauticom.net) or Marty Carrey at
412-531-0616.

The SccietyOsHome History PrgectN which
invites resderts to come to the library to learnmore
who built and desgned their homed$N has also beena
huge succes. In fact, itOdooked pretty much through
the year.We needpeaple who canhelpN maybe one or
two everings per month (or more if youOdike). Once
again, weQltrain you. Contact Lori Humphreys at 412-
561-6649 or |orih@nauticom.net for details.

Now hereOsa fun oneN do you like to take
pictures? Well, the SccietyOsOrhen and NowO photo
cdlecion degeraktly needs to be updated If you have
a camera (digital or film), we can give you copies of
the pictures and locatons. You pick a nice day to go
out and snap a shot of what that locaion looks like
now. The society will cover the cost of the film
developmert. These pictureswill be archved and may
one day be usedin for displays. Contact412-561-0455
or infor@hsmtl.org.

Finally, as we move closer to our goal of
opening a history certer, we are gathering names of
pemle interesed in helping out at the certer. At this
point, Scciety trustees are thinking of opening the
certer two days arnd one ewvening per week amnd
perhaps a few hours on the weelend. We arenOtsure
yet, becaise we donOtknow how mary volunteers
wedl have to staff the facility. Volunteerswould be
neeckd to greetvisitors, arswer quedions, and show
peaple around. The space is small, so itOsot going to
involve alot of footwork. We will also be looking for
peple to help with odd jobsN such as stuffing
ervelopesand cataloging itemd\ aswell assetup (i.e.,
painting and moving boxesin). If you are intereged,
pleag e-mail info@hsmtl.org. or call 412-561-0455.




Plea® note that we are still waiting to sign the lea®,
SO your servicesmay not be requiredfor severalweeks
or even months!

Whether you are recertly retired and looking
for someting to fill your time or a stay-at-home mom
with an hour or two to spareduring the week we can
find someting for you to do.

YOU can make a difference. YOU can help
us preserve the rich history of Mt. Lebaron.

M.A. Jackson

LI BRARY USED BOOKSALE

Mt. Lebaron Puwblic LibraryOsTwice Sdd
Tales used book sale is a great place to get
biographies auobiographies and histories along with
fiction and childrenOsbooks. Make sure to stop by
Saurday May 3 through Thursday, May 8. More than
30,000 books will be on sale at bargain prices CDs,
DVDs, games and videos will also be availabe.

Sak hours run: Saurday, 9 am. to 4:30 p.m.;
Sunday, 1 to 4:30 p.m.; and Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m. Thursday is half-priceday. Call 412-531-
1912 for details.

NOTE CARDSFOR SALE

The Sciety is selling sets of eight note cards
featuring different buildings and sceres of Mt.
Lebaron for $10 a box. Local artists drew the
sketches and all funds berefit the Scciety. Cards
make great MotherOay and graduation gifts!

Cards are being sold at JosephineQsn Cagle
Shamon Boulevard, Planet Art Gallery on
Wadington Road, Blooming Dahlia on Beverly
Road Mt. Lebanon Public Library on Castle
Shamon Boulevard, Mt. Lebanon Phar macy on Mt.
Lebanon Boulevard, and Bord ers Books and Music
in Norman Certre. Cards will also be sold at Scciety
programs Our tharks to the shop ownersfor helping
us with this fundraiser.

PROGRAM REVIEW

Our Jaruary meeing, QLife in a Pemsylvaria
Coal PatchOwith spealker Pamela Nixon, drew one of
the beg crowds weOg ever seen It wasstarding room
only. And then everything wert wrong. The speakerOg
computer wouldnOtOalkOto the libraryOsecuipmert,
and Panela ended up showing her slide show on atiny
computer screen Needess to say, thiswasnot anideal
way to view the show. So we stopped the program
long emough to let peole leawe. However, about 25

peple stayed ard raved about the program. We

amlogize for an inconvenience ard have invited
Panela back for an encore 7:30 p.m., Wednheday,
November 5. We will do everything in our power to
make sure that this time the program comes off
without aglitch.

PATROLLEY MUSEUM PROGRAM

On Wedneday April 9th at 7 pm, the
Pemsylvaria Trolley Museun will presert a program
ertitled"Pittsburgh: The Rise of the Low-Floor Car' at
the library. The program will illustrate the
developmert of the streetar that became Pittsburgh's
Starndardtransit conveyarce until the coming of the red
PCC carsin the 1940's. There will be some sceres
from Mt. Lebanon. This program is hosted by the Mt.
Lebanon Public Library.

DONJ KNOW MUCH

The Historical Scciety will partner with Mt.
Lebaron Library for a special program with auhor
Kemeth C. Davis aka Orhe King of KnowingO and
author of the on® Know Much AboutE Obook series
Mr. Davis has written 17 booksN covering the Bible, the
Civil War, Geography, the Universe, and Mythology; his
Omn® Know Much About HistoryOspent 35 weeks on
the New York Times Bestsdler List. He has appeared on
hundreds of television and radio shows, including NPR,
The Today Show, Fox and Friends, CNN and The
Discovery Channd. His new book, GAmericaO#lidden
History,Owill be published May 6.

The evening begns 7 p.m., Monday, April 14,
at Mt. Lebanon Public Library. Stop by for fasdnating facts
and test your knowledge a theaudience participation quiz.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR B UPCOMING
HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROGRAM DATES:
The Historica Scciety of Mount LebanonOsfree
public programsfor the remainder of 2008 ar e:

May 21: Orhe Skyscrapers of PittsburghOwith John
Conti

Sepgember 24: QLife in a Pemsylvaria Coal PatchO
with Pamela Nixon

November 5: (amual meeing) ONomen of
Wedsylvariain Story and SongOwith Paua Purnell

All programs begn at 7:30 p.m., at Mt. Lebaron
Library, 16 Cadle Shamon Boulevard. Refreshmerts
will be served




CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

The SocietyOsWeb site is www.hsmtl.org. It
contains old pictures informaion about upcoming
everts, some of our old newsletters and other
intereging facts. And pleag be sure to sign our
Guegbook!

RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF YOUR MOUNT
LEBANON HOME!

Ever wondered who built your home? Ever
wondered who desgned the original plans? With the
value of the archtecture and dedgn of Mt. Lebaron
homes\ most built in the eary years of the lag
certuryN being redscovered and recagnized, the
Historical Scciety of Mt. Lebanon is joining with the
Mt. Lebanon Public Library to assist redderts in
finding out who built and dedgned their homes
Becawse the recads are fragile and irredaceable,
Historical Scciety trustee and Cultural Resurce
Survey volunteer Lori Humphreys and Scciety trustee
Wilma Novogradac will be at the library twice each
month to help you ressarchthe informafon. Plea®
cal the library at 412-531-1912 to make an
appointmert asthe schedule may change. NOTE: If
your house was built before 1924, therewill not be a
Building Permt Number, which makes obtaining the
informaion about your home more difficult to find.

WE GOT THE GRANT!

Mt. Lebaron Historical Scciety hasreceived a
$5,000 Departmert of Community and Economic
Developmert grart through state Rep Matt SmithOs
offi ce.

The money will be used to buy computer
equipmert for the SacietyOsHistory Certer when it
opers in the stucco building on the corner of
Washington Road and Lebarnon Averue later this year.
This equipmert and software will be invaluabe in
helping us catalog the societyOsallecion.

Mary tharks to the staff at Smith and PippyOs
offi ces for assisting with the grant proposals and to
Terri Blanchette at the Heinz History certer for her
advice.

DONATIONSTO THE SOCIETY
*  Newspaper clippings from the 1960s, Mt.
Lebaron 50" amiversary booklet and four
booklets about the history of Mt. Lebaron
United Predyterian ChurchbBSusan Blackourn

* A box of didesard photographs (hundreds on
them) circa late 1960s through mid 1980s of
Mt. Lebarnon sports and recreation departmert
events and a scrapbook of newspaper clipping
pertaining to the Mt. Lebaron Recretion
DepartmertN Sardy Kyper

* Your Guide to Cemetery Ressach (book) ard
a 1991 Mt. Lebaron High School YeabookN
Anne Kemerer

e 1946 Mt. Lebaron High Sclool yeartook and
commercemert program; reunion program for
the clas of 19460s35" rewnion; Lebaron
Lartern from June 7, 1946N Helen Betzler

e A signedcopy of Orhineis Thy GloryOwritten
by former Mt. Lebaron resdert Samuel A.
Schreiner, J. An adtray (circa 1940-s-
19500% from the Newcomers Club of Mt.
Lebanon BEmily McCam

* A cookbook/household tips booklet issused by
RollierOs (probady in the 19500 and a
shelving unit BDormont Historical Society

* A de¥, two tabes and a filing calkinet
Jackie Sammarco and family

*  Two bookshelvesb Anatol Rychalski

* Filing CalinetbBarbaralLogan

e Postcard from GraceOs a storebar once
locaied at 1121 Bower Hill Road, two written
rememlrances about Mt. Lebanon by Ferre
Horne and Sara Long Lewis, copy of a 1994
Mt. Lebaron magpzine article about John
Nicklasb Mel Bickel

REACHING OUT

Scciety member and pad presdent Karen
Calhall is volunteering as a tour guide with Pittsburgh
History & Landmaks Foundation. Karen is an old
hand at leadng tours having volunteeredfor several
years with the secand grade walking tours along
Washington Road that are sponsored by the Scciety,
PH&LF, the library and the school district. Karen
startedasatour guide lag July and hasleadschool and
adult groups on tours in Downtown PittsburghN
including the ODagonsOtour in the 4" Averue area,
the Market Square area (the oldeqd section of
Pittsburgh), and the Strip District. Lag yea, she leda
tour for St BerrardOsGirl and Boy Scaut troops on a
Washington Roadtour similarto the one held for Mt.
Lebanon School District students. Karen reports that
being a guide is not only fun, but also Oagood way to
loose weight. Audrey Merke, another Scciety member




also volunteerswith PH&LF. If you areinteresed in
taking a tour, log on to www.phlf.org ard click on
Ooburs and evertsOfor a list of upcoming tours and
informaion about scheduling a tour for your group or
organizaton. Or call 412-471-5808.

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL

Looking to cut down on the amaunt of paper
you receve in the mail? The Historical Society may
have away to help you be more ervironmenrally
friendly while saving the Scciety a few cents in
postage: consider receving the Cedar Tree newsletter
via e-mall. You will receve the quarterly Cedar Tree
at the same time as you would if it was mailed, but
you would have the convenierce of readng it online.
The newsletter will be sert asa PDF file. If youOdike
to get the newsletter by email, just send us a note at
info@hsmtl.org. Pleas include your nameand emalil
address.

THANK YOU TO NEW AND RENEWING
MEMBERSDBJANUARY DMARCH, 2008
Robert J. Mitsch DIndividual (New)
HelenAldisert & William Krayer bFamily (Rerewal)
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Lutz DBenrefacor (Rerewal)
Emily & Joe McCam BFamily (Rerewal)
PatGrubb D Senior (Rerewal)

Gail & Bill Friedmanb Family (Rerewal)
WallaceF. Workmager B Individual (Rerewal)
Martha Towns B Serior (Renewal)

Mrs. Elearor McHugh B Individual (Rerewal)
Barbara D. LoganbBenefactor (Rerewal)
CharlesBrodbeck B Individual (Rerewal)
GedfreyR. Hurd BIndividual (Rerewal)

Bill & Peqyy Christopherb Seniors (Renewal)
Mariame M. Siersdorfer BIndividual (Rerewal)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard LaittabFamiy (Rerewal)
David Davis BIndividual (Rerewal)

Wilma Novogradac bBenefacor (Renewal)
Richard O. Price B Benefactor (Rerewal)
MargaretA. Jackson B Individual (Rerewal)
Maxine & Mel Bickel BFamily (Renewal)

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. J. Simpson BBenefactor (Rerewal)
Nellie Ambrose B Individual (Rerewal)

John C. & Card S. Ferguson B Seriors (Renewal)
Lucille Fuelr BSerior (Rerewal)

Jon Delano BIndividual (Rerewal)

Michelle Partick BIndividual (Rerewal)

C. Bryson Scireiner bBerefacor (Rerewal)
Linda K. Stewart BIndividual (Rerewal)

New and Renewing M embers (cont(i)

Ann Winkelstein BSerior (Rerewal)

Conrad Koch & KarenKarell BFamily (Rerewal)
Toni Tierney b Serior (New)

RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS:

Life Memberships - The Green & White

Mary Ann Depalma Burnett

Mr. & Mrs. David Fasilo

The Donald D. Mateer Foundation, c/o Charlotte M.
Stepherson, TrusteeBThe Green& the White

Glem Morrow

VirginiaNicklas

Bertha Abbott Thomas

Benefactors: - Community Pioneers
Beatice Finke

Ruth G. Foltz

William Lewis

Barbara and Robert Logan

Mr. & Mrs. JamesB. Lutz
Maggie McDemott

Kert S. Miller

Jeame & Scdti Mulert

Wilma Novogradac

Cynthia & Jerome Richey
Gearge & BarbaraSchoeppner
C. Bryson Scireiner

WilliamJ. & KathleenSimpson
Mr. & Mrs. Gearge C. Smith
Elaine Wertheim

HISTORICAL SOCIETY TRUSTEES
M.A. Jackson, preddert
Marty Carney, vice presdent
Bill Simpson, treasirer

Dick Price, secretary

Lynn Geyer Barbury

JeamZ Berezricki

Mel Bickel

David Borlard

Lori Humphreys

Maggie McDemott

Wilma Novogradac
VirginiaNicklas

Wally Workmader




RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MOUNT LEBANON BY COMPLETING
THIS FORM AND FORWARDING TO THE ADDRESS LISTED:

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MOUNT LEBANON
P.O. BOX 13423, Pittsburgh, PA 15243

Please chedk applicable membership level:

Name: Individual $20
Family $35
Address: Benefactor $100
Youth $15
City/State/Zip Senbr $15
Life $1,000
Phone: E-mail
Date of Application New () Renewal ()

Membership runs January I to December 31.

Life Memberships are recognized upon payment of total amount within any single 12-mo. period.
Names of donors will appear in newsletters and appropriate membership announcements and mailings.
The Society is classified as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, charitable organization.

Enclosed is my tax-deductible check made payable to: The Historical Society of Mount Lebanon




