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PRESIDENTOS ETTER:

Who wouldnOt like more spaceN an extra
closet for those clothes you know one day will fit
again, a couple more feet in the garage for that new
snow blower, another set of shelvesin the bathroom
for those scerted soaps and cardles people keep
giving you.

| know the Historical Saciety of Mount
Lebanon would sure love some more space. In fact,
weOdove to get any space.Right now, we aremaking
due with a filing cakinet in the library anrd a small
space at a storage facility on Route 88. Both spaces
areabsolutely fineif all you wart is an out-of-the-way
placeto keepthings until you needthemlater. But the
Scciety would like to show off our treasuresNOW.

For years the SccietyOBoard of Trusteeshas
been discussing the logistics of finding a space.
Money has always beenanissue aswell aslocaing a
spot that would be convenient to the public and
certrally locatd Our hope has always been
something would materialize or that the powersthat be
in the community would help out. But the truth is, the
two beg placesfor usN the municipal building and
libraryN just donOhave room.

SoweOg cometo the conclusion that the only
way we are going to make a Mt. Lebanon History
Certer a realty is to go out a get one ourselves In
May, we held a meetng with several members of the
ScacietyOdoard (pag and presert) and some interesed
Scciety members It wasa great meetng, and a lot of
ideas were tossed about. In the end, our conclusion
was that we need to create a five-year strategc plan,
get the commission involved do some major
fundraising, and mount a cagtal campaign.

We are hoping that come fallN late Segember
or early OctoberN we will be ready to hold a plaming
session with a professional plamer (hopefully
someae who will provide their servicesgratis). From
there,we will start fundraising. Two events have been
mertioned\ an archtecure tour of the community

ard an OAntiques RoadshowO type evert in which
people canbring in itemsfor local artique deakrsto
appraise.

We are also invedigating the possibility of
renting a spacein the basemert of the stucco house at
the corner of Lebarnon Averue and Washington Road
The building, currertly occwied by Sauth Hills
Council of Governmerts (SHACOG)N and owned by
Mt. Lebaron Parking AuthorityN was once the Mt.
Lebarnon Tax Office and before that the home of Dr.
McMillan The spaceis small and will needallittle spit
and polish, but we think it could workN at leas for the
short term. As the Dormont Historical Scciety proves
once you have a space you quickly fill it to the brim.
Of course, it will all come down to costN can we
afford to rent the space ard pay utilities? We have
requeged some funding from the municipality, which
could help offsetany rertal costs, but wonOknow until
the end of the year if we will receive it. If you would
like to see a history certer in Mt. Lebaron, we urge
you to cal your commissioner and tell them how
importart it is to provide the Saciety with funding.

So finally, after eight yearsin existerce, we
aretaking steps toward finding a Olome Olt might be
baby steps, but there is motionEev en if it takes us
arother eight yearsto see it come to fruition. (IOm
hoping this is what Oal good things cometo those who
waitOmears.)

We carDto it alone. We needyour help. What
you do is up to youN work on a special evert, cal your
commissioner, help with a cagtal campignN any and
all help would be vadly appreciated We know our
members have a weakh of experience and knowledge
that could help us obtain our goal. And, of course, we
will be happy to accep donations of ary size.

For eight years the Historical Scciety of
Mount Lebanon has been callecing and preserving
pieces of our pas. NowN as the communityOs
certemial approaches (five years and counting!)N
isnOit time we have a space where we can share those




itemswith the public?
If youOreintereged in helping, cal Margaret
at412-561-0455. Thark you.
Margaret Jackson

JULY EXHIBIT AT MT. LEBANON LI BRARY

Make sure to check out the Historical Scciety
of Mount LebarnonOs exhibit, OThe Old ManOs
Army,0 which will run in Mt. Lebaron Public
LibraryOglisplay cases (on the main floor) throughout
July. Board member (and pad preddert) Wally
Workmaster set up the exhibit, which features a
smal part of his personal collecion of primarily 54
mm. or 1:32 scale military figuresthat he first began
to gather when he was a rather young boy in the
summea of 1940 and still continues to acaquire.
Carved wooden examples of small soldiers have been
found in the tombs of Egyptian pharadis while life-
sized clay figures of men in the amy of a Chines
emperor unearted araund 1980 are consideredto be
arcleedogical treasires in a different culture. For
centuries toy soldierswere the playthings of children
who grew to became emperars, kings, and other rulers
or nobility . . . they playeda role in learring the art of
warfare.

Flat and semiround military and civilian
figures mace of mefal ard packed in sawdust inside
wooden boxes began to be offered widely for the
children of eweryday citizers by toymakers in
Nuremhurg, Gemary, during the 19th-certury, but an
English toy firm, W. Britain, Ltd., evertually
triumphed after it introduced hollow-cad, fully
rounded, metal figuresin 1896.

Nonetheless, W. Britain, Ltd., faced stiff
competition from other manufacturers at home and
alroad Hyde in Gemary, Johillco and Cregert in
GreatBritain, Mignot in France, and a proliferation of
American firms fought for a share of the market The
latter, in particular, produced cheaper "dime store"
figuresin alarger size for mass consumption.

Today, well-sculpted, carefully hand-painted
military figures exhibit the varied history of military
uniforms and the distinguished units that wore or wea
them in addition to carefd artistry, although the less
expersive onesare machine-painted

Leadfree pewter often has repaced lead to
avoid safety concerrs here and alroad, although the
figures are no longer recommerded as playthings for
children

Some credble plagic figures also have been

producedby certain marufacturers.

Cerain  egecially skilled callecbors
either assemble and hand-paint figures from Kits,
which at their beg may be "connoisseur figures" or
creat "conversions' from commercially availabe
figures A few evencag their own figuresor parts.

Perhaps one of the beg-known 20th-certury
cdlecors of military figures was businessman and
publisher Malcam Forbes however, his remarkabe
calecion now hasheendispersed

Almost all of the figuresin "The Old Man's
Army" exhibit will reflect the relatively recert toy

soldier tradtion. Marufacturers that may be
repreented will include W. Britain, BeauGegde,
Blerheim, Bulldog, Dorset, Ducal, Imperial,

Marlborough, Steadad, Tradtion, and Trophy with
perhaps several American Manoil and Barclay "dime
store" products for comparison.

These are ammg the things that capured the
imag nations of many of yederday's childrenand some
of today's adults in Mount Lebanon ard elsewhere

UPTOWN HAPPENINGS

This summaer, look for Scciety membersat Mt.
LebaronOs First Friday and Sidewalk Saurday
events along Washington Road. We will have our note
carcs and other itemsfor sale, as well as a binder of
old picturesfor the curious to peruse.

MT. LEBANON NOTE CARDSFOR SALE

The Scciety is selling sets of eight note cards
featuring different buildings and sceres of Mt.
Lebaron for $10 a box. The sketches were drawn by
local artists ard all funds berefit the Saciety.

Cards are being sold at JosephineOon Cagdle
Shamon Boulevard, Planet Art Gallery on
Washington Road, Blooming Dahlia on Beverly Road,
Mt. Lebanon Pharmacy on Mt. Lebanon Boulevard,
and Borders Books and Music at Norman Certre,
MitchellOCorner. Our tharks to the shop ownersfor
helping us with this fundraiser. Cards will also be sold
at Scciety programsand at the SccietyOgabe at First
Friday and Sidewalk Saurday everts along
Washington Roadthis summer.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

The Scciety hasa Web site at www.hsmtl .org.
It contains old pictures informaion about upcoming
evernts, some of our old newsetters and other
intereging facts. And pleas be sure to sign our newly
added Guegbook!




RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF YOUR MOUNT
LEBANON HOME!

Ever wondered who built your home? Ever
wondered who desgned the original plans? With the
value of the archtecture and dedgn of Mt. Lebaron
homes B most built in the eaty years of the lag
certury D being redscovered and recaynized the
Historical Scciety of Mt. Lebanon is joining with the
Mt. Lebanon Public Library to assist redderts in
finding out who built and dedgned their homes
Becawse the recads are fragile and irredaceable,
Historical Scciety trustee and Cultural Resurce
Suvey volunteer Lori Humphreys will be at the
library twice each month to help you resarch the
informaion. Plea® call the library at 412-531-1912
to make an appointmert asthe schedule may charge.
NOTE: There will be no appointmerts during July
and August. Screduling will resumein Septemler.

SPECIAL THANKS

To Dave Redding, for providing the Scciety
with his 1960 Chew Impala convertible for the
Memorial Day parace. We were realy noticedin that
beadiful car And tharks for doing the driving, Dave!

To John McDonough and Sky Bank (on
Cochran Road) for purchasng the books for the
SccietyOsHistory Book Award, preserted in May at
the high school. (Seeitembelow)

To board membker Marty Carney for
supplying the refredxmerts at the May program.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - The SccietyOsnext
programis 7:30 p.m., Wedneglay, September 12, at
Mt. Lebaron Public Library, Meeing Room A. The
lag programfor 2007 will be held November 7.

BOOK AWARD

In May, the Scriety presented its sixth amual
History Book Award to Mt. Lebanon High School
junior Maria Grinko. Karen Cahall, pag presdent
of the Sciety, presrted the book at Mt. Lebaron
High School OsAwards Evering. A second copy of the
book, inscribed with MariaDsame, was given to the
high school library. Maria waschosen by her teacters
for her broad pergective, willingness to examine
issues with an open mind, impressive writing ahlity,
and her dedre to find connections by applying
classroom learring to reatlife situations. This yearOy
book was Q/illains of All Nations: Atlartic Piratesin
the Golden AgeOby Marcus Redker, a Universty of

Pittsburgh professor. The book invedigatesthe Oglden

ageOof piracy (1716 to 1726) ard the pirateDset of
values codes of honor and taboos. Karen reports that
Maria was pleagd with the bookOstopic, as her AP
history class had studied pirates and the ways they
challenged the social, race, ard gerder roles of their
time. Sky Bank co-sponsored the award and bark
marager John McDonough, who knows the author,
suggegedthetitle.

RECENT DONATIONS

We received two very special donations in the
lag month.

Virginia Nicklas, a Saciety board member,
preerted us with three scrapbooks containing
newspaper clippings and programs from local everts
(including a Mt. Lebanon Memorial Day programfrom
1936, items from the American Legon Auxiliary
Sauth Hills Unit No. 156, and a WomanD<Club of Mt.
Lebarnon bulletin from 1937). The items, which cover
the period 1930 to 1938, are all related to VirginiaOg
father, John Nicklag and family. The scrapooks,
which were compiled by VirginiaOs mother, are
contained in a lovely wooden box. We thark Virginia
for donating this treasire trove of history to us.

The secand donation came from the edate of
Roy Dea, a Parker Drive reddent who died in
Felruary. Roy, a local historian and codllecbor, was
born in Dormont and moved to Mt. Lebanon in 1940.
There are far too mary items to list here, but the
cdlecion includes 66 Mt. Lebaron High School
yeabooksN several are duplicaesN from the very first
onein 1931 to 1990. Thisis a HUGE step toward the
societyOsgoal of obtaining every Mt. Lebaron High
School yeabook.

Also donated was a wonderful album of old
pictures and newspaper clippings relaing to Mt.
LebaronN 87 pagestotal!

Other itemsinclude:

¥ Old newspaper articles

¥ A 1985 streetmapof Mt. Lebaron

¥ A framedphoto of the June 1932 Mt. Lebaron
High Sclool graduating class
A 1960 calendarissuedby RallierOs
A board game caled O'he Game of Mt.
LebaronO
A 1932 High School diploma presned to
CharlesWilliam Herald
A Mt. Lebaron High School theatr program
from 1932
Seweral Lebanon Larnterns (the high school

¥
¥




paper) from the 1930s and 1940s
We thark Marie and Eleanor Carpenter for
donating these wonderful piecesof our pad.

WE NEED DONATIONS

Spealking of Mt. Lebanon High School
yearbooks (aka The Log), we still needthe following
yeartpoks: 1932, 1934, 1935, 1940, 1942, 1948-1951,
1966, 1982, 1984-1987, 1989, 1993-1997, 2000-
presert.

We are also seeking Mt. L ebanon magazines
from 1981 and 1982.

If you have ary of these itemsN or anything
pertaining to Mt. LebanonOspagN and would like to
donate them, plea® call Margaret at 412-561-0455.

VISITING ENGLAND ON MT. WASHINGTON

David J. Vater, Regstered Architect and
Member of the American Ingtitute of Architects
preerted a wonderful dlide-illustrated program,
"Chatham Village: A 75-Year Old Plamed
Community," atthe Scciety®sMay 23 meetng.

Chatham Village, which has beende<ribed as
"alittle bit of England cloisteredon Mt. Washington"
and a "neighborhood where peaceard hamony rule,"
has attracied intermational attertion since the Buhl
Foundation hired two notable New York City
plamers Clarence Stein and Herry Wright to dedgn it
in 1932.

Executed in Geargian Colonial Revival style,
the 197 compact redbrick row house units are
grouped araund three common greers. Clipped hedge
rows, stone stairways and walls, pocket gardens, and
archways evoke a fairy-tale setting. Almost 30 acres
of its grounds are dewoted to wooded trails,
playgrounds, ball fields, temis courts, and a picnic
area grouped around the historic Thomas Bigham
marsion that servesasa community meetng place. It
was Pittsburgh's first all-gas community and all
utilitiesareburied

Chatham Village is observing the 75th
amiversry of its attracion.

Architect David J. Vater has been de<ribed
by the Pittsburgh "Post-Gazete" asthe "go-to guy for
village history." He views Chatham Village as "a
unified campus." To reddents, it's a quiet place"with
lawns you don't have to mow, stately treespruned for
you, gutters cleared on schedule, and a staff of
handymen who fix whats broken" Chatham Village
was awarded National Historic Landmark status in
2005.

Thark you, David, for your enightening
programon this historic Ocay pocketQin Pittsburgh.

THANK YOU TO NEW AND RENEWING
MEMBERSDAPRIL 2007 EJUNE 2007\
ElearoraM. Thomasb Serior (Renewal)
Cynthia & JeromeRichey DBenrefactor (Renewal)
Ralph E. and Ruth B. Burkhouse BFamiy (Rerewal)
JoanM. FisherbIndividual (Rerewal)

Emmy Lou Ducray B Individual (New)
B.Zinkhamb Serior (Rerewal)

John Conti BIndividual (Renewal)

Martha H. Towns b Serior (Renewal)

Berrard & Betsy LaquintabFamiy (Rerewal)
Lucille Fuelr BSenior (New)

Pat Grubb b Senior (Rerewal)

Steve & Amelia Deanb Family (Renewal)
Clarerce & HelenBetzler BFamily (Rerewal)
NicholasLamprinakos DIndividual (New)
Paricia Lang Watso BIndividual (New)
NicklasWatsula D Individual (New)

John & Card Ferguson BFamily (New)
Michelle Patick BIndividual (New)

William Cooper BIndividual (Rerewal)

David & Charlotte Borland (Family  New)
Rita M. Roegge D Individual (New)

RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS:

Life Memberships - The Green& White

Mary Ann Depalma Burnett

Mr. & Mrs. David Fasilo

The Donald D. Mateer Foundation, c/o Charlotte M.
Stepherson, TrusteeBThe Green& the White

Mr. Glemn Morrow B SEE MEMORIUM ARTICLE

Ms. Virginia Nicklas

Bertha Abbott Thomas

Benefactors: - Community Pioneers

Beatice Finke

William Lewis

Barbara and Robert Logan

Mr. & Mrs. JamesB. Lutz

Maggie McDemott

Wilma Novogradac

Cynthia & JeromeRichey

C. Bryson Scireiner

WilliamJ. & KathleenSimpson

Mr. & Mrs. Gearge C. Smith

Elaine Wertheim

WallaceF. Workmager

Ruth G. Faltz




A GLI MPSE BACK:

The 1931 Lebaron LogN the first yearbook
for Mt. Lebaron High SchoolN contained the
following story.

HISTORY OF THE SCHOOLSOF MT. LEBANON

As early as 1749 the pioneersof this section
felt the needof a school and constructed the one-room
log structure which waslately movedfrom its original
site to its presert one in Mt. Lebaron Pak [EditorOs
Note: that log structure was razed in the 1950s]. As
the populaton grew rapdly, a larger school, the
Academy, wasbuilt on the streetwhich now beas its
name After the outbreak of the Civil War, the
Academy was used little for school purposes but
served as a skating rink and dance hall. Soon
afterward, two small school houses were constructed
one back of the presernt United Presyterian Church
property and the other on what is now the Rousch
property. These schools served their purpose quiet
well until time rendered them unusable. Plars were
mace for alarger building and, during its construction,
school was held in Dr. Phllips© home under the
supervision of William Bell. A white frame school-
house, located at the corner of Washington Road and
Cedar Boulevard, was completed about 1895. At first
the building housed 250 pupils with eight regular and
a few special teacters By 1921 the errolimert of this
school had grown to 395 pupils. This relatively small
building was soon overcronded and the Mt. Lebarnon
citizers took a step forward, voting to build a huge
school building of eighteenrooms which would Qake
careof the pupils foreverOasthey said. This building,
the Wadhington Sclool, wasrightfully marveled at by
the people. However, errollment of the school
increaed very rapidly, and in 1925 and elemertary
building, the Lincoln Sclool, was constructed on
Ralston Placeand a Junior High School wasorgarized
at the Washington Building to meetthe demard for
higher education of the Mt. Lebaron children. As
early as 1926 the walls of the Washington Building
began to bulge, and a wing of eight rooms was added
to relieve the situation. In 1927 a kindergarten system
was organized in both schools. The next year the
organizaton of a Senior High Sclool was begun. As
the population of the township was spreadng widely,
two more elemertary schools, the Edwin Markham in
Beverly Heights and the Julia Ward Howe in Sunset
Hills, wereerectedin 1929. Not long after this a bond
issue was floated to make possible a separae high
school building, one unit of which wascompleted by

the fall of 1939 ard is now occuied by the Junior
High. The academic unit, to be completed by
Sepember, 1931, will take care of the Junior-Senor
High School of approximatly 1200 students and with
it adream of mary yearswill cometrue.

In this our first Year Book, it is more than
fitting that we should pay tribute to a group of menard
womenwhose foresght and effort have made possible
the preent advartages of this, our wonderful school
system.

To the present Board of Education whose
unceasng effort has brought us to a real High School
building, we wish to express our most sinceregratitude
and appreciation. The present Board is asfollows:

Mr. E.E.E. Stewart, Presdent

Mr. A.C. McMillan, Vice Presdent

Mr. JW. Howell, Seaetary

Mr. H.M. Johnson, Treasirer

Mrs. Lerma Z. Kemey

Mr. S.A. Schreiner, Sdicitor for the Board

WELCOME

The Mt. Lebaron Historical Saciety would like to
welcome Mel Bickel to its Board Mel stepsin for the
departing Bill Lewis.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY TRUSTEES
M.A. Jackson, preddert
Marty Carney, vice presdert
Lori Humphreys, treasurer
Dick Price, secretary

Lynn Geyer Barbury

Jeame Berezricki

Mel Bickel

Maggie McDemott
VirginiaNicklas

Wilma Novogradac

Bill Simpson

Wally Workmagder




(detach here)
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO THE MT. LEBANON HISTORICAL SOCIETY BY COMPLETING THIS FORM
AND FORWARDING TO THE ADDRESS LISTED.
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MOUNT LEBANON
P.O. BOX 13423, Pittsburgh, PA 15243
Please check applicable membership level:

Name: Individual $20
Family $35
Address: Benefactor $100
Youth $15
City/State/Zip Senior $15
Life $1,000
Phone: E-mail
Date of Application New ( ) Renewal ()

Membership runs January 1 to December 31.

Life Memberships are recognized upon payment of total amount within any single 12-mo. period.
Names of donors will appear in newsletters and appropriate membership announcements and mailings.
The Society is classified as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, charitable organization.

Enclosed is my tax-deductible check made payable to: The Historical Society of Mount Lebanon



